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Course Syllabus 
  

Course Title: Advanced Reading    

Level: 2
nd

 Year    
Pre-requisite(s): 0120113   

 

Course Code: 120214 

Credit Hours: 3 

Lecture Time: 11.15- 12:30 

Lecturer's Name: Dr. Nadia Hamdi 

Office Number: 412 

Office Hours: Sun, Tue, Thu: 9.00- 10.00;     Mon, Wed: 8.15- 9.30 

Ext: 2612 

E-mail: nhamdi@philadelphia.edu.jo  

 

Course Description 
 

Three hours a week are dedicated to teaching this course. This course is tailored to develop 

student’s abilities to read, analyze and criticize various long texts. Students will practice some 

traditional reading skills such as skimming and scanning. Various topics will be discussed and 

analysed such as: the use of language by males and females, doodles, money is the only home, 

the good picnic guide, physical fitness, burglary, and how to write a winning résumé, among 

other practical topics related to everyday life. 

 

Students will be asked to identify the writer’s stance or attitude towards the content of each 

passage they read. In addition to that, they are highly encouraged to express their opinions on 

and attitudes towards the topics discussed in the classroom. Moreover, they are highly 

motivated to spark their imagination to discuss and write about some topics they read such as 

imagining they are writing a résumé and to apply the techniques they learn on how to write a 

successful résumé. 

 

Students are highly encouraged to interact with each other in some activities which motivate 

group-work. This will develop their skills to listen to each other and instigate their tendency to 

negotiate and persuade others of their viewpoints.  

 

In addition to that, there will be a library visit during which students will learn how to 

search and find books in the library. In addition to that, you will learn how to search 

online databases such as EBSCO, Science Direct, etc.   
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Required Text(s): 
I. Ellis, R. & Tomlinson, B. (1988). Reading: Advanced. Oxford: Oxford University 

Press. 

 

II. Swan, M. (1976). Understanding ideas: Advanced reading skills. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press. 

 

III. Swan, M. & Greenal, S. (1986). Effective reading: Reading skills for advanced 

students. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 

 

Additional Reading: 
 

I. Mikuleky, B. (1986). Reading power: Reading faster, thinking skills, reading 

for pleasure, comprehension skills. Mass: Addison-Wesley. 

 

II. Williams, E., Smart, P. & Langley. (1977). Reading skills in practice. 

London: Edward Arnold. 

 

 

 

Assessment and Marks’ Division 
 

Modes of Assessment Score Date 

First Exam       20  21 November 

Second Exam       20 26 December 

Assignments / Projects / Quizzes / Reports/ 

Presentations 

     20  

Final Exam  

 

     40  

Total     100  

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

Philadelphia University 
Faculty of Arts 

Department of English 

      1
st
 Semester 2018/2019   

ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ  

 3 

 

Course Policies: 
1. Absence from lectures and /or tutorials shall not exceed 15%. Seven absences are 

permitted on Sundays / Tuesdays / Thursdays. Exceeding this limit without a 

medical or emergency excuse acceptable to and approved by the Dean of the 

relevant college /faculty will result in failing the course.  

2. Coming late to lectures will not be tolerated. If a student comes to class once 

attendance has been taken, he/she is allowed to attend, but will be considered 

absent. 

3. Students should independently do their homework, presentations and projects. 

Any work submitted or presented must be their own work. Any reliance on 

previous students' work is considered cheating.  

4. Plagiarism or stealing other people's ideas or viewpoints and claiming that they 

are your own without acknowledging them is considered a serious misdemeanor. 

Depending on plagiarism will result in course failure.  

5. Participation is vital in classrooms. It is not only coming to class; it also requires 

preparing the material in advance, doing the required homework,  and being 

active in the classroom, etc.  

6. Make-up exams will be offered for valid reasons if only they are accepted by the 

Dean. 

 

 

 

Protection of Copyright 
 

Publications in all forms require permission from the copyright owner in advance. You 

are not allowed to reproduce, store in a retrieval system, or transmit, in any form or by 

any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the 

prior permission of the publisher or a license from the Copyright Licensing Agency 

Limited. (www.cla.co.uk). 

Students are expected to respect and uphold the standards of honesty in all their activities. 

Any cheating or plagiarism will result in disciplinary action to be determined by the 

instructor based on the severity and nature of the offense. 
 

- Avoiding Plagiarism 

 

Plagiarism is a serious academic offense that will result in failing your course. 

Learning notes by heart and repeating the information word by word in the exam is a type 

of plagiarism. 
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Documentation Style (with illustrative examples) 
 

Note: it is usual to italicize book titles; however, if you are not able to do this, you should 

underline them instead. 

 

The APA citation style illustrated below refers to the rules and conventions applied by 

the American Psychological Association for documenting sources used by researchers in 

their writing. It necessitates using both in-text and a reference list. It is widely used in 

psychology, education, business and the social sciences.  

The information below is taken from Lipson’s (2011) guide book to citation styles. 

 

Lipson, C. Cite right: A quick guide to citation styles: MLA, APA, Chicago, the sciences, 

professions and more. (2011). Chicago: University of Chicago Press, pp. 75-84. 
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In-text   (Balkans: History, 1978) 

 

 
 

 

                In-text    (Colman, 2001) 

 

 

 

 
 

   
 

 


