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Fighting Illiteracy in the Arab World
International Education Studies, Vol.10, No.11 November 2017, P.116- 122.

Abstract

Illiteracy in the Arab world is becoming an urgent necessity particularly
facing problems of poverty, ignorance, extremism, which impede the
required economic, social, political and cultural development processes.
Extremism, violence and terrorism, in the Arab world, can only be
eliminated by spreading of knowledge, fighting illiteracy. The study shows
that illiteracy rate among males in the Arab world is 25% for males, (46%)
for Females. Results of the study show that if the educational situation in all
Arab countries does not change, illiteracy rates will increase in the Arab
world, and the number of illiterates in the Arab world will reach 49 million
in the category of age of 15 years, and by 2024,it may reach 5.5 million of
youth (15 - 24 years). The study identifies factors affecting the rise of
illiteracy in the Arab world, particularly: Low economic level of many Arab
countries, the growing security, political turmoil and internal problems
experienced by most Arab countries, Social reasons, and random policies
and contradiction in the trends and areas of combating illiteracy. The study
concluded that illiteracy has a significant impact on social behavior, and that
democracy, political participation, violence, cultural development, respect,
pluralism, and accepting diversity, are all affected by illiteracy. The study
recommends that Arab governments must formulate clear strategies linked to
development plans to save 100 million Arab citizens who suffer from
illiteracy, and ignorance. llliteracy is to be taken seriously because it entails
misunderstanding democracy, lack of youth interest in political affairs,
corruption, and therefore the absence of comprehensive reform programs.
Key words: llliteracy, Arab World, extremism, violence, terrorism,
political participation, political development.
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The Political Status of Jordanian Women: Constants and Variables
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Abstract

This study highlights the political status of Jordanian women in the past two
decades through analyzing certain indicators that reflect women’s presence and
representation in political life in order to identify the level of the participation of
Jordanian women in public life, reveal the most important obstacles facing this
participation, and reach a number of recommendations that would improve the
political status of Jordanian women.

The importance of the study stems from emphasizing the participation of women
in political activity as a national necessity taking into consideration the fact that
women comprise half of the society and support men in shouldering life’s
responsibilities. What makes the issue more urgent is the fact that the political
status of Jordanian women is still weak and disproportionate to their abilities,
potential and energies. It is also important to emphasize that the mobilization of
women's forces and their active participation in various aspects of development
will help boost the social and political progress in Jordan, which faces many
challenges and problems. It would also enhance women's status in society and
develop their capacity to educate future generations. The questions that this study
purports to answer are the following: Are Jordanian women still suffering from the
legacy of backward social and cultural heritage that prevents their active political
participation? Has the constitutional, legal, administrative and political reform
over the past two decades contributed to activating the role of Jordanian women in
the political process?

o Keywords: Political participation, Women's Empowerment, Institutions of
civil society, Women's Quota
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Political Reform in Jordan: A Reading of the 2017 Decentralization E xperience
Ahstract:

. Owr study sheds light on the experience of decentralization in Jordan in August 2017 after the governorate council
! elections, according to the Decentralization Law Mo, (49) 2015, az part of the political, legal and ademind strative refomrm

ity the Jordardan political system snce 2011, which would help together in establishing a real state of citizenship, the

1 tule of law, equal opportunities, good participation in decision-making, enhancing the dfizen's trust in governmernts and
| nstitutions, so that this may create govemorate councils that can define development and service prionties.
Decentralization is a political refom process, and one of the most important reform measires in govemance. It aims at |

cona dering the lnadotm's governorates as developenent undts, which reduces the burden on the central govertment that

| usedto play the role of fnancing, as a provider of services, especially in light of the inability of successive governments
| 1o achieve development, g0 ag to help in managing local affairs in a manner that better achieves justice and equality in |

the distribution of resources.

1 The stady used both the descriptive approach in tracking and monitoring the experience of decentralization for the year |

| 2017, and the historical approach in presenting and analyzing the development of decentralization since 1989 as the !

Keywords: Decentralization, central authority, political refomn, govemorate councits.

process of democratization in Jordan started.

The study showed that the application of decentralization in Jordan was not easy especially from the political point of |
| wiew, as the political reform was not known as one of the priorities and concerns of successive Jordanian governments, |
I and that reform iz still managed foroush traditional methods without hawing the real political will for effective societal
participatory decdon-making |
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Abstract

This study aimed at exploring the role of social media in developing social responsibility and political awareness
of the Jordanian youth, where the researcher adopted the descriptive analytical methodology, by developing a
specific questionnaire as a study tool. The study sample consisted of (200) students from Philadelphia University
with all education levels for the academic years (2016-2017). The results showed that there are statistically
significant differences at the level of significance (@ = 0.05) of the role of social media in developing social
responsibility and political awareness of the Jordanian youth.

Keywords: social media, social responsibility, political awareness, Jordan, youth
1. Introduction

The world 1s undergoing huge changes in information technology, and this is compelling a clear effect on the
political, economic, social and cultural environment, particularly i Jordan. Social websites are presently known
as current onling networking that witness a dynamic development, and initially, they were only a restricted and
tight virtual society which subsequently developed to turn from a printed instructive instrument to a varying
media device that influences the choices and reactions of mdividuals. The larger part of population has managed
this sort of innovation. (Husein, Al-Sukkar, Salah, & Jaradat, 2013).

We are experiencing a new phase of dynamic movement of Social networking; particularly Facebook, Twitter,
LinkedIn, etc. appeared. It was initially a virtual scciety on a narrow and limited scale, and then gradually
mereased over time; it developed from an informational wrtten text to an audio-visual tool affecting
decisions-taking (Hart, 2008).

Social activities reflect the need of young people m particular. They show youth talents, potentials and
tendencies in various fields of cultural and social activities. Development can never fake place without the
engagement and preparation of youth; they are a tool for development. Community has the intrinsic capacity to
grow and develop only through voung generation’s creativity, professional and technical skills, and their sense of
responsibility (Collins & Halverson, 2010}.

Youth represent an age group with an important role in community, filling it with hope to build our future nation.
They have the ability and vitality to work and change for the better serving society, through using some guided
and thoughtful sites of social media, using their social skills, experiences and social capacities that exist and
develop with a sense of social responsibility that may help them to be more productive.

As social media have contributed to activating youth participation, helping in achieving the desire and interests
of each common group, so that the young generation has a role in networking, advocacy, lobbying, interaction
and even may help n mfluencing leaders, and i achieving social responsibility if they are well invested, and
directed (Sabagh, 2010).

Social media plays an important role in educating young people training them on practicing social networking
habits as an important tool of social change. The social and educational mstifutions are interested m developing
youth programs and activities, training them how to benefit of time. The educational process is useful for
building youth personalities, raising the spirit of social responsibility and self-esteem, making them able to
under-take responsibilities (Laker, 2002)

Young people use media and social institutions, reflecting their needs through modern technology, showing their
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