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Course module description

Three hours a week are dedicated to teaching this course. This course is tailored to develop student’s abilities to read, analyze and criticize various long texts. Students will practice some traditional reading skills such as skimming and scanning. Various topics will be discussed and analysed such as: the use of language by males and females, doodles, money is the only home, the good picnic guide, physical fitness, burglary, and how to write a winning résumé, among other practical topics related to everyday life.

Students will be asked to identify the writer’s stance or attitude towards the content of each passage they read. In addition to that, they are highly encouraged to express their opinions on and attitudes towards the topics discussed in the classroom. Moreover, they are highly motivated to spark their imagination to discuss and write about some topics they read such as imagining they are writing a résumé and to apply the techniques they learn on how to write a successful résumé.

Students are highly encouraged to interact with each other in some activities which motivate group-work. This will develop their skills to listen to each other and instigate their tendency to negotiate and persuade others of their viewpoints. 

In addition to that, there will be a library visit during which students will learn how to search and find books in the library. In addition to that, you will learn how to search online databases such as EBSCO, Science Direct, etc.  

Course module objectives

· To expand students’ vocabulary through practice and the use of  textual evidence.  
· To determine the meaning of new and unfamiliar vocabulary by using context clues.

·  To distinguish between definitions and any accompanying negative and/or positive connotations and use those to help determine facts, opinions, blended statements or an author’s bias introduce students to the major literary genres (poetry, drama, and prose fiction).

· To read a variety of authentic college level readings: academic prose, literary forms, journalistic articles and scientific readings, and respond thoughtfully and critically, verbally and in writing. 
Course/ module components

1. Books (title, author(s), publisher, year of publication)

Greenblatt, Stephen, ed. The Norton Anthology of English Literature, Volume One. 8th ed. New York: W. W. Norton, 2005. ISBN-10: 0393925315. ISBN-13: 978-0393925319

Matasek, Maciej. English Advanced Vocabulary and Structure Practice. New ed. New York: Handybooks, 1997
Mosback, Gerald & Vivienne Mosback. Practical Faster Reading: An Intermediate-Advanced Course in Reading and Vocabulary.Cambridge: CUP, 2007
2. Supplementary Readings (Books, Periodicals… etc)

A group of links will be uploaded for students to use on a weekly basis
Teaching methods:

This module will be delivered through lectures and tutorials. For every lecture, students will be required to prepare a text and make their own notes in the interest of maximizing what they learn. A great amount of teaching and learning will occur through assignments and getting feedback on these assignments. 

A rough distribution of time allotted to all the above activities is as follows (Duration: 15 weeks, 45 hours in total).

Lectures: 30 hours, 2 per week.

Tutorial: (reading texts and responding accordingly): 15 hours, 1 per week 

Exams: 4 hours (2 hours midterm, 2 hours final)

Student Learning Outcomes (SLO)

Contribution to Program Learning Outcomes:

A3, B2, B5; C1, C2, D2 

At the end of the course, students should be able to

· Knowledge and Understanding

1. to analyze and comprehend university-level texts;
2. to understand rhetorical strategies as well as the uses of language and connotation.

· Intellectual Skills

1. to increase students’ critical reasoning skills.

· Professional and Practical Skills

1. to acquire skills and confidence in reading, speaking, and writing.

2. to build confidence, reduce writing anxiety, and strengthen personal voice
3. to reinforce the theory and practice of reading/ analyzing as a recursive process.

General and Transferable Skills

1. to develop an active, independent approach to learning.

2. to develop critical faculties and to consolidate and develop their own written and oral communication skills

3. to find about and use the available learning resources (the library, the internet, etc.)

4. to apply acquired knowledge and skills to both familiar and unfamiliar texts

Assessment instruments:

Evaluation of students’ performance (final grade) will be based on the following four categories:

	Allocation of Marks

	Date
	Mark
	Assessment Instruments

	To be announced
	   30 marks
	Midterm exam

	To be announced
	   50 marks
	Final exam

	
	   20 marks
	Presentations, tutorials, class participation, assignments 

	
	 100 marks
	Total


Documentation and academic honesty 

Students are expected to complete all homework, papers and projects independently (unless otherwise specified); any work must be yours and yours alone. Working together for anything other than data collection, relying on students' work from previous semesters and/or plagiarizing published research is considered cheating.
1.  Documentation Style (with illustrative examples)

Reference list styles

Note: it is usual to italicize book titles; however, if you are not able to do this, you should underline them instead.

* Book
Trudgill, P. and Hannah, J. (1994,3rd edn) International English, London, Edward Arnold.

Fodor, J.A. (1983) The Modularity of Mind. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.

Harré, R. and Gillett, G. (1994) The Discursive Mind. London: Sage.

* Chapter/ extract from an edited collection
Harris, J. (1993) 'The grammar of Irish English' in Milroy, J. and Milroy, L. (eds) Real English: the grammar of English dialects in the British Isles, London, Longman.

* Paper in a journal of magazine
Wales, L. (1994) 'Royalese: the Rise and Fall of "the Queen's English" ', English Today, vol. 10, no.3, pp. 3-10.

* Journal article: 
Roulet, E. (1997). 'A Modular Approach to Discourse Structures'. Pragmatics 7(2), 125–46.

* Book article:

Sinha, Chris. (1999). 'Grounding, Mapping and Acts ofMmeaning'. In T. Janssen and G. Redeker (Eds.), Cognitive Linguistics, Foundations, Scope and Methodology, Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter, pp. 223-256.
* Magazine article: 
Posner, M. I. (1993, October 29). Seeing the mind. Science, 262, 673-674. 

* Daily newspaper article: 
'New drug appears to sharply cut risk of death from heart failure'. (1993, July 15). The Washington Post, p. A12. 

* Entry in an encyclopedia: 
Bergman, P. G. (1993). 'Relativity'. In The new encyclopedia Britannica (Vol. 26, pp. 501-508). Chicago: Encyclopedia Britannica. 

* Documenting Web Sources

Burka, Lauren P. 'A Hypertext History of Multi-User Dimensions.'  MUD History. 1993. <http://www.ccs.neu.edu/home/1pb/mud-history.html> (5 Dec. 1994). 

For more about APA and MLA Styles for Citing Print Sources, browse: 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01
http://wally.rit.edu/internet/subject/apamla.htm
2.  Protection of Copyright

Publications in all forms require permission from the copyright owner in advance. You are not allowed to reproduce, store in a retrieval system, or transmit, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the prior permission of the publisher or a license from the Copyright Licensing Agency Limited. (www.cla.co.uk).

Students are expected to respect and uphold the standards of honesty in all their activities. Any cheating or plagiarism will result in disciplinary action to be determined by the instructor based on the severity and nature of the offense.
3. Avoiding Plagiarism
Plagiarism is a serious academic offense that will result in your failing the course.

Learning notes by heart and repeating the information word by word in the exam is a type of plagiarism.

[[Expected workload

On average students need to spend (2) hours of study and preparation for each lecture.

Attendance policy
Absence from lectures and/or tutorials shall not exceed 15%. Students who exceed the 15% limit without a medical or emergency excuse acceptable to and approved by the Dean of the relevant college/faculty shall not be allowed to take the final examination and well receive a fail grade for the course. If the excuse is approved by the Dean, the student shall be considered to have withdrawn from the course.
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