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Course module description

This course, which is taught in groups and in the language- lab, aims at developing students’ communication skills. Students are trained to listen to details and infer meaning from context. The ultimate goal of this course is to boost students’ confidence in using language for active participation in academic and social contexts. In addition to these skills, students will develop listening and speaking skills for classroom presentations and discussions, learn note-taking skills and practice using academic vocabulary and grammar forms appropriately in context.

The course also aims at developing students’ conversational skills in various topics by working in small groups for discussions.

Course module objectives
Listening:
1. Identify and comprehend main ideas and supporting details in academic lectures of medium-length, mostly authentic vocabulary and presented at a pace slightly slowed by pausing and repetition of key points

2. Identify numerical information and dates

3. Use some abbreviations and symbols in note taking

4. Recognize signal words and phrases that introduce new concepts or vocabulary

5. Take and organize notes of medium-length academic lectures and informal listening passages using a variety of appropriate outlining techniques introduced in intermediate level texts

6. Use information from academic and informal listening passages to answer questions, infer and summarize

Speaking:
1. Interview classmates using wh- questions

2. Express opinions; agree and disagree with others using techniques introduced in high-intermediate texts

3. Give advice

4. Make phone calls of 2-4 minutes.

5. Conduct interviews of 5-10 questions of persons outside class.

6. Use appropriate vocabulary and grammar in speaking at an appropriate level

7. Use information from academic and informal listening passages to summarize orally and discuss

8. Participate in whole class and small group discussions by using appropriate conversation and turn-taking skills

9. Speak comprehensibly 

10. Organize and give 5-10 minute presentations on academic subjects, using limited notes and appropriate visuals and high-intermediate presentation skills

Course/ module components

· Books (title , author (s), publisher, year of publication)

Solorzano, H., & Schmidt, J. (2004). Northstar: Listening and speaking, intermediate. New York: Longman.

· Supporting Material(s): 

The lecturer will provide the students with supplementary DVDs for more practice.

· Additional Readings: (all available in the library)

Buys, W. (1991). Speaking by doing: A speaking-listening text. Illinois: Lincolnwood.

Gude, K. (1997). Advanced listening and speaking. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Teaching methods:

Students are taught in a lecture format, but with allowance made for class practice and discussion of important issues. Lectures will be given in the English lab so that students will be able to watch videos pertaining to the material. 
Course activities will include speaking and listening at college level in a variety of communicative situations. The speaking and listening practice will also provide opportunities for language- skill development including grammar, sentence structure, vocabulary and pronunciation 
This Course is designed to foster an active, participatory, independent approach to learning.
Duration: 15 weeks, 45 hours in total.

Lectures: 3 hours, the first week of the semester.

Tutorial: (speaking scenarios): 15 hours, 1 per week 
Seminars: 3 (during weeks 5, 7 and 9)

Listening Lab: (Listening to recorded material and responding) 24 hours
Exams: 4 hours (2 hours midterm, 2 hours final)

The last week is reserved for speaking exam.
Student Learning Outcomes (SLO)

This course will develop the students’ ability to understand spoken language on both familiar and unfamiliar topics normally encountered in everyday life. Additionally, students will gain the confidence to speak discuss or provide details on a given topic. By the end of the course, students will be able to transfer the knowledge they gain from this course to help them express their personal opinions and exchange information with others. 

Contribution to program learning outcomes:
B2, B3, C2, C3, C4, C6, D1, D2

At the end of the course, students should be able to

· Knowledge and Understanding

1. understand standard spoken language, live or broadcast on both familiar and unfamiliar topics normally encountered in personal, social, academic or vocational life. 
2. understand audio/video documentaries 10- 20 minutes long and take detailed notes on its arguments and ideas.
3. Students will be able to discuss and provide details of shows and programs they listen to or watch.
· Intellectual Skills

1.  give clear detailed descriptions of events and ideas on everyday general topics,
2.  express personal opinions and exchange information, 
3. discuss the relationship between ideas and concepts from TV shows or documentaries,

4. improve their analytical and critical thinking skills through the development of well thought- out arguments. 

· Professional and Practical Skills

1. Students will be able to deliver a 5 to 10 minute presentation and provide supporting points in their speech
2. develop a sense of perseverance and diligence by trying continuously and gradually to learn from each other and from their own mistakes,

3. expand their vocabulary by listening to and watching programs on a number of different topics
4. increase their confidence to verbalize their thoughts and ideas.

· General and Transferable Skills

1. Students will be able to employ appropriate overall organization to any oral task they confront. 
2. express their ideas in a logical coherent manner.

3. state their opinions clearly and respond to other people’s 
4. distinguish between formal and informal register, 
5. distinguish between relevant and irrelevant information and,
6. employ the appropriate vocabulary and for the topic at hand.
Required Assignments and Weighting Scale:

1. Major Writing Assignment: 
a. Every Sunday, students must prepare one news topic to present to the class.

b. Students will be required to write a short paragraph on the theme of that chapter and present these in oral form on a monthly basis. 

2. Portfolio: You will be asked to hand in a portfolio which should include the different in-class and take home assignments done on a weekly basis. 
	Allocation of Marks

	Date
	Mark
	Assessment Instruments

	To be announced
	   30 marks
	Midterm exam

	To be announced
	   50 marks
	Final exam

	
	   20 marks
	Presentations, tutorials, class participation, assignments 

	
	 100 marks
	Total


Documentation and academic honesty 

Protection by copyright; Avoiding plagiarism.

Documentation Style (with illustrative examples)
Reference list styles

Note: it is usual to italicize book titles; however, if you are not able to do this, you should underline them instead.

* Book
Trudgill, P. and Hannah, J. (1994,3rd edn) International English, London, Edward Arnold.

Fodor, J.A. (1983) The Modularity of Mind. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.

Harré, R. and Gillett, G. (1994) The Discursive Mind. London: Sage.

* Chapter/ extract from an edited collection
Harris, J. (1993) 'The grammar of Irish English' in Milroy, J. and Milroy, L. (eds) Real English: the grammar of English dialects in the British Isles, London, Longman.

* Paper in a journal of magazine
Wales, L. (1994) 'Royalese: the rise and fall of "the Queen's English" ', English Today, vol. 10, no.3, pp. 3-10.
Journal article: 
Roulet, E. (1997). 'A Modular Approach to Discourse Structures'. Pragmatics 7(2), 125–46.

Lee, E. T. & Zadeh, L. A. (1969). 'Note on fuzzy languages'. Information Sciences 1, 421–434.
Book article:

Sinha, Chris. (1999). 'Grounding, mapping and acts of meaning'. In T. Janssen and G. Redeker (Eds.), Cognitive Linguistics, Foundations, Scope and Methodology, Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter, pp. 223-256.
Magazine article: 
Posner, M. I. (1993, October 29). Seeing the mind. Science, 262, 673-674. 

Daily newspaper article: 
'New drug appears to sharply cut risk of death from heart failure'. (1993, July 15). The Washington Post, p. A12. 

Entry in an encyclopedia: 
Bergman, P. G. (1993). 'Relativity'. In The new encyclopedia Britannica (Vol. 26, pp. 501-508). Chicago: Encyclopedia Britannica. 

Documenting Web Sources
Burka, Lauren P. 'A Hypertext History of Multi-User Dimensions.'  MUD History. 1993. <http://www.ccs.neu.edu/home/1pb/mud-history.html> (5 Dec. 1994). 

Harnack, Andrew and Gene Kleppinger. Beyond the MLA Handbook: Documenting  Electronic Sources on the Internet. 25 November 1996.  <http://falcon.eku.edu/honors/beyond-mla/> (17 Dec. 1997). 

For more about APA and MLA Styles for Citing Print Sources, browse: 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01
http://wally.rit.edu/internet/subject/apamla.htm
·  Protection of Copyright

Publications in all forms require permission from the copyright owner in advance. You are not allowed to reproduce, store in a retrieval system, or transmit, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the prior permission of the publisher or a license from the Copyright Licensing Agency Limited. (www.cla.co.uk).

Students are expected to respect and uphold the standards of honesty in all their activities. Any cheating or plagiarism will result in disciplinary action to be determined by the instructor based on the severity and nature of the offense.
· Avoiding Plagiarism
Plagiarism is a serious academic offense that will result in your failing the course.

Learning notes by heart and repeating the information word by word in the exam is a type of plagiarism.

Course/module academic calendar   
	Week
	Basic & Support Material to be covered
	Homework/Reports and their due dates

	Week 1
	Orientation

	

	Week 2 
	Strange Foods
	

	Week 3
	Food travel

	

	Week 4
	Crime and punishment
	

	Week 5
	News
	

	Week 6
	First Exam
	

	Week 7
	Strange destinations
	

	Week 8
	Language of travel
	

	Week 9
	At the airport
	

	Week 10
	Travel agent
	

	Week11
	Second Exam
	

	Week 12
	Shopping- returns and exchange
	

	Week 13
	Grocery shopping
	

	Week 14
	Department stores
	

	Week 15
	Expressing dissatisfaction and making complaints
	

	Week 16
	Expressing satisfaction and making compliments 
	

	Week 17
	Final Exam
	


[[Expected workload

On average students need to spend (2)  hours of study and preparation for each lecture.

Attendance policy
Absence from lectures and/or tutorials shall not exceed 15%. Students who exceed the 15% limit without a medical or emergency excuse acceptable to and approved by the Dean of the relevant college/faculty shall not be allowed to take the final examination and well receive a fail grade for the course. If the excuse is approved by the Dean, the student shall be considered to have withdrawn from the course.

Module references

 Every class the instructor will assign a website for students to visit and comment on the content of. 
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