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What is Environmental Design:
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Environmental design has been defined: "We live in the world by design. Creating the
everyday environment in which we live involves complex systems of cultural meaning,
visual communication and the use of tools, technology and materials™. Environmental design
includes the built, natural, and human environments and focuses on fashioning physical and
social interventions informed by human behavior and environmental elements.

Environmental design in the old-fashioned sense develops physical environments, both
interior and exterior, to meet one or more aesthetic or day-to-day functional needs, or to




create a specific sort of experience - the focus being the human-designed environment.
Environmental design aims to improve the quality of life of human by design. “We shape
our buildings and afterwards our buildings shape us”. Research studies considered the impact
that elements of the micro-environment (e.g. acoustics, lighting, color, space layout,
furniture, and scale) have on users’ lives.
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Practical and/ or professional skills (Transferable Skills)
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- Experimental Eco-Design, Cara Brower, 2005 ( Ref:745.2).
- The Green Imperative: ecology and ethics in design and architecture, Victor
Papanek, 1995 ( Ref:721. 0467)
- Material Architecture: materials for ecological construction, John Fernandez, 2006
( Ref: 720:47).
- Environmental Design: An Introduction to Architects and Engineers, Ed:
Randall Thomas, 1999 . (259 pages).
- The Environmental Dictionary, David Kemp, Routledge, 1998.
- Green Buildings A to Z : understanding the languge of green buildings,
Yudelson Jerry, 2007.
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Journals:

Journal of Environmental Psychology

Environmental Design: Journal of the Islamic Environmental Design Research Centre
Sustainability Journal

The International Journal of Environmental Sustainability

ResearchGate Journal Impact: Sustainability
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e Green Architecture
e Green Interior Design

¢ Energy Efficient Buildings



