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The Ribbon-cutting Ceremony of the Chinese Cultural Centre and the Opening
Ceremony of the First Chinese Course by Confucius Institute at Philadelphia
University, Jordan

On March 10, 2013, the Ribbon-cutting Ceremony of the Chinese Cultural



Centre and the Opening Ceremony of the First Chinese Course was successfully held
by Confucius Institute of Philadelphia University, Jordan. The Chinese Ambassador Dr.
Yue Xiaoyong, Mr. Nie Guo’an, the Cultural Councilor from Chinese Embassy, Dr.
Marwan Kamal, president of Philadelphia University and Vice-president of the
Sino-Jordan Friendship Association, Dr. Mohammad Awwad, the Vice-President and
Director of the University’s Language Centre, Dr. lbrahim Badran, Advisor to the
President of Philadelphia University, Mr. Zhang Chengyu, Director of TAG Confucius
Institute, Dr. Xiao Renfei, head of the Chinese Department of Jordan University and
some teachers from the Philadelphia University attended this ceremony. About 60
students from Chinese language classes and Kungfu classes participated in the
performance.

Ambassador Yue Xiaoyong and Dr. Kamal each delivered a speech. Ambassador
Yue and President Kamal highly praised the Institute’s teaching and cultural activities.
Ambassador Yue highly commented the cooperation between Liaocheng University
and Philadelphia University, and extended his warm congratulations to the Chinese
Director, Dr. Li Zhiling and the Jordanian Director, Dr. Ghazu. He also fully affirmed the
teachers’ excellent achievements and expressed a great expectation on the Institute’s
future development. President Kamal expressed heartfelt thanks for the support
from the Chinese Embassy and the positive cooperation of Liaocheng University. He
also highly evaluated the positive effort, high professional quality, and excellent
achievements of the Chinese teachers and promised to continuously support the
Chinese course and gradually develop the Chinese course into a new major.

About 40 students from the Chinese language classes recited a Chinese poem,
“Villages, Trees and Flowers”. Some of them sang a Chinese song “Wish You to be
Happy and Peaceful” and demonstrated the Chinese folk art of paper-cutting. Some
Chinese students learning Arabic in Jordan sang a Chinese folk song “When the Moon
will be Round?” and played a traditional Chinese musical work: “Wedding Oath” with
a traditional musical instrument called Hulusi (in Chinese) , which is popular in

Southwestern China. All the students’ performances won warm applauses from the



Baduanjin gave the audience a true taste of the charm of Chinese Kungfu.

This ceremony therefore is also a parade of the students’ Chinese language
achievement after 18 hours’ learning. The Institute has positively implemented the
guideline of the 2012 Global Confucius Institute Conference and effectively promoted
the Chinese language teaching and cultural activities in universities and
neighborhoods and now has already seen the first harvest. On February 28" 2013,
the first Chinese course was successfully opened at Philadelphia University, with 2
classes of more than 40 students, and it has been entered into its credit system. The
Institute has also organized two Kungfu classes (a male class and a female class)
which attracted 20 odd students with a satisfying teaching effect. The University has
decided to continue the Chinese course and the Kungfu class in the next semester.

Just as Ambassador Yue said in his speech, “No time in any season is more
beautiful than April.” April is not only the prelude to summer, but also the beginning
of harvest. The Confucius Institute at Philadelphia University has got the first harvest,

with applauses from all sides.
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President Dr. Kamal and Chinese ambassadro Dr. Yue Xiao Yong cutting ribbon




Kamal etc. and Chinese ambassador at the opeing ceremony of the Chinese

Culture Centre

Dr. Kamal at the opening ceremony




Jordanian director of Cl Dr. Ghazu speaking




Chinese director of ClI Dr. Li Zhiling speaking
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Chinese ambassador Dr. Yue Xiaoyong taking a piture with students




