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Terms of Generosity and Stinginess in Arabic Dictionaries: A Semantic

and Lexical Study
Prepared by: Oday Tawfiq Al Sayed
Supervised by: Dr. Omar Al Kafaween
Abstract

This study dealt with the terms of generosity and stinginess in Arabic
dictionaries, exploring them from a lexical and semantic perspective. The
researcher of dictionaries would realize that such terms can be collected in

an independent study, set according to the theory of semantic fields.

The study consisted of an introduction, a preface, two chapters and a
conclusion. The introduction included the significance of the study, the
reason for choosing its subject, some previous studies, its problem, its
objectives, and the methodology on which it was based. In the preface, |
talked about semantics between ancient and contemporary times, as well as
generosity and stinginess in the Arab heritage. Moreover, | pointed to the

Arabic dictionaries and its association and overlap with semantics.

In the first chapter, | studied the terms of generosity and stinginess in light
of the theory of semantic fields, detailing briefly the concept of semantic
fields. | made a statistical process aiming at searching for the fields of
generosity and stinginess in Arabic dictionaries, based on Al Khalil bin
Ahmed's Al Ain (175 AH), Al Azhari's Tahtheb Al Loga (370 AH), lbn
Sayyidah's Al Mokhasas (458 AH), Ibn MAndour's Lesan Alarab (711

AH), and Almojam Alwaseet.

In the second chapter, | tried to study the terms of generosity and stinginess
analytically and linguistically, aiming at collecting the terms of generosity

and stinginess and investigating them in light of the theory of semantic
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development. | started by explaining the concept of semantic development
and applying the terms of generosity and stinginess to the manifestations of
that development. After that, | searched for the functions of semantic
development and its application on some terms of generosity and
stinginess. The research ended with a brief conclusion of the main findings

of the study.

Key Words: stinginess, semantic development, fields, context, generosity,

terms, dictionaries, meaning.



